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INFORMATION
Baptisms, weddings, Banns can be booked at the Vicar’s Vestry ~
Sundays 1pm to 1.45pm.
*
Arrangements may be made for burial of ashes in the Garden of Remembrance.
We have a Book of Remembrance in the church in which entries can be made.
*
GARSTON CHURCH OF ENGLAND SCHOOL
Holman Road, Garston ~ 0151 427 7517
*
GIFT AID
If you pay income tax you are eligible to Gift Aid your regular giving.
This allows St. Michael’s to benefit by receiving paid income tax from your gift.
Speak to Gift Aid Secretary ~ Janet Cresswell for details.
*
ORGANISATION LEADERS AND REPRESENTATIVES

Organisation

Contact

Active Aging Tues 1pm

Mrs H Marsden

Badminton

Mr J Davies

-

Bell Ringers

Mr J Thrush

07749 654 738

Crafty Stitchers Wed 11am

Mrs E Rogers

0151 427 4091

Garston Christians Together

Mr L Fletcher

0151 280 5490

In Memory Of Flower Arranger

Ms L Mullen

0151 427 3576

Patchwork Group Mon 1pm

Mrs E Rogers

0151 427 4091

Beaver Scouts

Mrs E Clarke

07736669867

Branch Buddies (Toddlers)

Mrs L Harvey

0151 345 7475

Brownies

Mrs C Green

0151 647 8305

Cub Scouts

Mrs J Goodall

07989 392 977

Girls Friendly Society

Mrs G Wheeler

0151 427 1922

(213th

Tel. No.
0151 494 3014

Children’s Organisations

Guides

Miss J Rogers

-

JAM (Jesus & Me) - Sunday School

Liverpool)

Mrs A Nation

07732 587 197

Rainbows

Mrs J McSweeney

07972 441 604

Scouts (6th Allerton)

Dr M Goodall

07974 528108

Mrs J Thrush
Mr C Marsden
Mr J Thrush
Mrs J Thrush

07845 163 469
0151 494 3014
07749 654 738
07845 163 469

Representatives
Children’s Society
Deanery Synod Reps

The prayers included in this magazine were said during services in October and were
composed by Lesley Harvey, Doreen Darnell & John Davies
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Garston Parish Church
Of St. Michael
Established 1225 – 1715 – 1877

*
Reverend Canon Roland Harvey
Vicarage
49 Harbour Drive, Garston, Liverpool, L19 8AB
0151 345 7475
email: info@stmichaelsgarston.org.uk
Facebook: facebook.com/smgarston Twitter: @GarstonStMikes
Website : www.stmichaelsgarston.org.uk
Curate
Reverend Alyson Tunstall
127 Stamfordham Drive, Garston, Liverpool L19 6PY
0151 549 4125
Mr John Davies
56 Russell Rd,
Garston L19 1RJ

Readers:

Mrs Janet Thrush
39 Highbank Dr,
Garston L19 5PE

Church Officers
Church Wardens:
Deputy Wardens:
Treasurer:
PCC Secretary:
Gift Aid Secretary
Vergers:

Mr L Fletcher
Mr I McMillan
Mr A Jones
Mr W Murdoch
Mrs M Maher
Mrs C Holbrook
Miss J Cresswell
Mr L Fletcher
Mrs E Rogers

0151 280 5490
07870 784 402
0151 427 3652
07776364736
0151 427 1011
0151 281 0294
07909 186 264
0151 280 5490
0151 427 4091

Sunday Services:
9am ~ Holy Communion
11am ~ First Sunday of the month ~ Morning Praise
Second Sunday ~ All Age Worship
Third Sunday ~ Holy Communion
Fourth Sunday ~ BCP Morning Prayer
Fifth Sunday ~ Come and see…
J.A.M (Jesus & Me) & L4J (Living For Jesus) 11am
Wednesday Service:
9.30am ~ Holy Communion.
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Roland Writes
Bring one friend…

“do justice, love kindness,
and walk humbly with your God.”
(Micah 6:8)

I was putting together the diary for this month and I was taken by the number of
extra events that will be happening in December: special services, school
services, carol singing. Christmas is a wonderful time of year for so many reasons
but the one I want us to reflect upon is the opportunities it brings.

I am fascinated in how Christmas draws people closer to each other and to God
through His Son, Jesus, as we celebrate his coming into our world. The Christmas
services we have in church are for some, a lifeline – a moment in time where they
come and experience something different, something real about the God of the
universe who comes to us as a vulnerable child – Emmanuel. For many,
Christmas is the only time that they will entertain thoughts of God and worship and
our churches provide the opportunity to do so.
And this is also an opportunity for us. Liverpool Diocese is encouraging every
member of every church to respond to its call to #bringonefriend. Each of us
must have family members, friends, neighbours whom we care for so much but
who do not share in our love of Jesus. Why not use this time of Christmas to
invite them to join us. Now is the time to do so as so many people are open to
the possibility.
The challenge for us is this: How important is our Christian faith to us? If we
believe as I do, that the most important decision we will ever make in our lives, is
to become a follower of Jesus, why is it that we don’t seem to want to share this
with those around us, especially our loved ones and friends?
Why not take this opportunity to invite a friend to join you this Christmas. I know
from my experience and that of countless others, that Christian Communities (ours
included) can and do bring transformation to people’s lives. It is the greatest of
Good News – Emmanuel, God is with us. This month we will have times of
carol singing, Christingle, Toy Services, Nativities, Communion, Christmas Day
celebrations. Are any of these worth inviting one friend to? If we all did this, our
congregation would double and we would struggle for room!
I wish you all a wonderful Christmas and pray that we too can come closer to God
and each other. I look forward with excitement and anticipation as we welcome
new faces through our doors and I also look forward to seeing more lives
transformed.
It is our privilege to share in this most wonderful work.
#bringonefriend

Merry Christmas. Roland.
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Calendar for December
Christ the King

Sat 1st

11am

Christmas Fayre ~ The Branch.

Sun 2nd

9am
11am
1pm
6.30pm
9.30am
5pm
9am
10am

Advent
Communion
Morning Praise with prayers for healing
Vestry Hour
Service of Light ~ The Branch
Communion
Singing on the Train ~ info in the mag.
Prayer meeting in church – All invited
Church decorating for Christmas

Wed 5th
Fri 7th
Sat 8th

2nd Sunday of Advent ~ Toy Services
Sun 9th

Tue 11th
Wed 12th

9am
11am
4pm
6.30pm
9.30am
10.30am

Communion
Toy Service with J.A.M Nativity
Come in your Christmas Jumpers!
Bereavement Service
Carol Singing around the parish
Communion
Banks Rd School Christmas Service
3rd Sunday of Advent

Sun 16th
Tue 18th
Wed 19th
Fri 21st

9am
11am
6.30pm
9am
6.30pm
9.30am
12.30pm

Communion
Communion
Carol Service
Garston CofE Christmas service
Carol singing around the parish
Communion
Carol singing on Garston Market
4th Sunday of Advent

Sun 23rd

9am
11am

Communion
Morning Prayer
Christmas Eve

10am
5pm
11.30pm

Christingle Making
Christingle Service
Midnight Communion
Christmas Day

Wed 26th

10am

Christmas Day Communion
No Communion
1st Sunday after Christmas

Sun 30th

9am
11am

Communion
Reflection on the past year
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Parish Register
Funerals
15th November
16th November

Jean Ryder (82)
Thomas O’Grady (77)
Raymond Blundell (82)
Vincent Geraghty (85)

Ashes
28th October
18th November

John Otten (76)
Ellen Coates (91)

We pray for all who are bereaved. Where worlds have been broken
- Come God of peace.
Where the shock of death has stolen the breath of loved ones
- Come God of peace.
Psalm 34v 18 says “My heart is broken but you are near.
My spirit is crushed, but you are my rescuer.”
May all who grieve, claim this truth today.

7

Bishop Paul's Christmas Message 2018
In the dark, small hours of the night, the time when our sleep is most
disturbed as sombre thoughts invade our minds, a child is born. No
ordinary child. A child born to banish the darkness and shining a light of
hope into all our hearts.
On that night, fearful shepherds gathered around the child to worship
him in wonder before going out to tell others. Shortly afterwards the
child would be visited by wise people from the East, again worshipping him before
heading off to share the news. And throughout his life Jesus would be encountered by
many who reflected in wonder and then shared what they had seen.
Was there a common thread?
Of course. Everyone who encountered Jesus was transformed. Transformed in different
ways. The shepherds found strength. The Eastern sages had their intellectual curiosity
satisfied. The blind were given sight. The outcasts received friendship. The hungry fed.
The poor given hope.
They were transformed. How were they transformed? An encounter with Jesus
transformed them. How do we know they were transformed? Because they stepped up
and spoke about that transformation. In other words they had an inner journey of
encounter and an outer journey of proclamation.
Over the last year in the Diocese we have been developing our Rule of Life. I have been
talking about both the inner and outer journey. The inner journey where we Pray, Read
and Learn as we try to deepen our faith, and widen our understanding of what it means
to know Jesus and to act as he did. The outer journey where we put that action into
practice - we Tell, Serve and Give. In these ways we show what it is to be a disciple of
Christ, part of a transforming movement that longs to make a bigger difference so that
more people know Jesus and there is more justice in the world.
Because the world is longing for that justice. From the massive political uncertainties
and conflicts between nation states, to the fearful parent wondering how they will feed
their child. We see darkness surrounding us, we have our own pressures, the fears and
stresses of the world engulf us. In such a world we need hope.
Some seek for hope in luxury, in the excessive commercialism of Christmas. Expensive
presents, lavish parties, over-indulgence. Attempts to find release from the day to day.
But as people of faith, we find hope in Jesus. In the precious Christmas gift who
transformed the lives of those he encountered. Who can, and is, and will, and wants to
transform you, and me.
I pray for you, friends, that you seek hope in Jesus, I pray that you encounter that living
and transforming Jesus - and I pray you tell others about that Jesus in word and action,
this and every day.
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Friday 7th December

Join with members of the Riverside Churches as
we sing carols on the Merseyrail Northern Line.
The event starts at Aigburth Station at 5pm. From
there we will sing carols on the platform and trains
as we make our way to South Parkway for a final
carol sing in the foyer.
Come dressed in your Christmas Jumpers!
*Please note, some of us will be meeting at South
Parkway at 4.30pm to catch the train to Aigburth
if you wish to come with us.*

Toy Service 9th December

This year we are continuing to support the appeal for new toys
and gifts for children and teens for whom Christmas will be a
difficult time.
We are asking you to bring along a toy or gift which will be
donated to the appeal.
Please note, these need to be new and not used!
The sort of gift you would want for you child or grandchild.
Please also remember teenagers. Often they are forgotten at
these times.
It promises to be a wonderful service. If you can make it, please wear
your Christmas Jumper!

Father God we ask your blessings on families within our community.
Strengthen all marriages and relationships. May all who have the privilege of
being parents hold your values at their very heart.
Through the ministry of this church, your people - we pray that this community
would experience love, grace and truth of you the living Christ in their homes.

The 4 Points

God Loves us
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Christmas Fair
Free Raffle Entry

Name: ………………………………..
Address: …………………………….
Tel: …………………………………….
Cut me out, and put me in the raffle box
for a chance to win £20 voucher on the day!

Our Christmas fair will be held on Saturday 1st December 11am-2pm at
‘The Branch’, Banks Road.
We will be holding a free raffle on the day!
Fill your details into the square above, cut it out,
pop it into the Raffle entry box at the fair to be in with a chance to win a
£20 voucher.
Raffle will be drawn on the day! Good Luck!

(Only one entry per person, no photocopies allowed)

TOPAZ
Dance centre

www.topazdancentre.com
Heald Street, Garston
Liverpool L19 2LY
0151 427 9906

All styles of dance taught from 18 months to adult..
Ballet - Tap - Musical Theatre - Disco - Street - Tots - Latin Ballroom
& More!
Fully Qualified Teachers, Shows, Medals & Exams ~ A friendly, caring
environment, family atmosphere
Gentle exercise for over 55’s to 90 + on Friday 11:15am-12:15 £3.50 per session.
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AT THE BRANCH

(Formerly Banks Road Methodist)

Saturday 1st December.
11am to 2pm.

Grotto!

Grab a Bargain
before they're gone!
St Michaels Tea Towels & Canvas Bags
Now at Reduced Price. Perfect for a gift
or just for yourself. With all proceeds
going directly to St Michaels funds,
supporting our wonderful church and
community.
Tea towels - WAS £3 NOW £1
Canvas bags - WAS £4.50
NOW £1.75
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On Sunday 28th October the confirmation service was
held at St Mary’s Church, Grassendale.
In all there were 24 people of varying ages being confirmed, attending from
Churches all over South Liverpool – There were 8 people from St Michaels which
was actually the second largest number of attendees there. A great testimony to
Roland and Aly that they have inspired people to take such an important step.
The church was absolutely full with family, friends and well-wishers including
quite a number of people from St Michaels who came to support us. As one of
the people being confirmed I thought this was a really nice gesture.
As part of the ceremony, all candidates were split by church while some were
baptised by the confirming Bishop Rt Reverend John Hayden. We were then
presented to the Bishop by the vicar of our particular church, for us, we were
presented by both Roland and Aly.
The ceremony ended with us each being handed a candle, which was then lit
representing the light of Jesus. There was then an opportunity for photographs
with the bishop and refreshments were also provided.
I felt the day went very well. I myself came away with an overwhelming feeling of
calm and joy and an acceptance by the holy spirit.
Paul Holbrook
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Community Christmas
Christmas Fayre At The Branch
Saturday 1st December, From 11.00am
Service of Light At The Branch

Sunday 2nd December, 6.30pm
Singing on the Train Info in the mag
Friday 7th December, 4.30pm
Carol Singing around the parish
Tuesday 11th December, 6.30pm
Banks Road School Christmas service

Wednesday 12th December, 10.30am
Garston C of E School Christmas Service
Tuesday 18th December, 9.00am
Carol Singing around the parish
Tuesday 18th December, 6.30pm
Carol singing on Garston Market

Friday 21st December, 12.30pm
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Join Garston groups and
businesses from 4.00pm to 6.00pm
on Sunday 2nd December for the
Christmas lights switch on!
On Sunday 2nd December to start our Christmas
celebrations here at St Michael’s, our Nativity
figures will begin their journey around the parish
of Garston, welcomed by a different family every
night and the story of Jesus’ birth is retold.
The Posada is a Mexican tradition and the word means to rest and it re-enacts the
long and arduous journey taken by Mary and Joseph and their search for a room to
stay.
If you would like to be part of this tradition please place your name on the list at the
back of church, there is a limited number of days so be quick to avoid disappointment.
Each home will welcome the Posada until they reach journeys end, back to church on
Christmas Eve to await the birth of Jesus on Christmas Day.

You can follow the Posada on its journey by visiting St Michael’s Facebook page.

Christingle
The Christingle service will see the return of the Posada to
church on Christmas Eve at 5pm and is a lovely way to
begin the celebration of the birth of our saviour.
The preparation of the Christingles will take place in
church on Christmas Eve morning from 10.am and anyone
wishing to help will be most welcome light refreshments
will be provided.
The Christingle is made up of the following parts:
The orange represents the world.
The red tape/ribbon symbolises the love and blood of
Christ.
The sweets and dried fruit represents God’s creations,
The lit candle represents Jesus’s light in the world, bringing hope to the people living
in darkness.

The 4 Points
We have separated ourselves from God by Sin
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St Michael’s War Memorial

1918 - First World War 100 years – 2018

Peace

Perfect
Peace?

At long last the war to end all wars was over. Just 20 years after the Armistice was signed the
second world war was looming. Sons of those who lost their lives in the First World War
would engage in another war.
Was it worth it? Millions of lives were lost and for many of the survivors they endured life
changing, life shortening horrific injuries and illness. It is easy for us to say, in hindsight 100
years on, that it wasn't worth it.
One certainty is the bravery and sacrifice of that generation. Would we cope in the same
way if there was a world changing dilemma to face? What we must remember was they
were doing what they thought right at that time in history.
Their bravery and sacrifice should always be remembered to learn from the past so that we
live lives for God that will make us more tolerant, kind and unselfish. But we must also be
prepared to face injustice and difficult times with the same bravery and determination of our
ancestors.
Loving God, we remember the awfulness of conflict, the stark reality of war.
We remember how countless lives were lost or shattered in war.
We remember all who continue to serve.
Teach us to appreciate the freedom we enjoy and never to forget what it cost
so many. Conscious of the debt we owe, may we always cherish the things so
many died for- liberty-justice and peace. Come afresh Holy Spirit to our
broken world and by your Grace bring healing.

Thank you I would like to thank those who have visited the exhibition over the years,
those too far away to visit, but have followed our journey on Facebook. To those families
who have shared their family memories and those we have shared our research with.
I would also like to thank all who have been part of the team. Dawn, Paul, Lauren and
Joanne, who brought the exhibitions to life creating montages and slideshows. Helen and
Chris for their help and for visiting graves and memorials in France and Belgium and sharing
their photos. Ian for his help and contacts who generously allowed us to display their World
War One artefacts. John, Cathy and Irene for their help and support during the exhibitions.

15

A Personal Reflection
November 11th 2018 saw our World War One Commemorations come to a close. This
has been a life changing experience for me. I never expected the project to come this far,
for me to visit places I never thought I would go and to meet so many amazing people.
Although this is the end of the commemorations, the journey will continue for me. I hope
to visit those graves and places of memorial not yet visited.
The names on the war memorial
now have faces and stories
which deserve to be told and
remembered. Not for profit or
praise, but for the respectful
remembrance of those who laid
down their lives. So many of
their stories reflect a selfless and
humble attitude with so many
placing their faith and trust in
God.
I will hold them all close in my
heart forever.

Cindy Holbrook
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#CathedralChristmas

Christmas events for all the family

Traditional Christmas services

For more details, news, events,
look online at:
www.liverpoolcathedral.org.uk

Christmas Carol Concert

Special Christmas Eve Service

Thankyou to all who made donations totalling £3074.10.
This includes a legacy in respect of Mr R Hitchen &
donations received in memory of Mr & Mrs Tudor, Elsie Eves & James Parr.
There were also donations from Peter, Joyce Edwards, the WW1 Exhibition
and a number of anonymous donations. Full details of individual donations
are held by the wardens and are available to view through arrangement with
them. Donations are gratefully received and will contribute towards the
ministry and upkeep of St Michael’s.

“In Memory of…” Flowers
at St. Michael’s
If you would like an arrangement of flowers to
be placed in St. Michael’s in memory of a
loved one or to mark a special anniversary,
please do contact Lynn Mullen on 0151 427
3576.
Our church of course, will continue to be
adorned with flowers each week. A huge
thanks to Crafty Stitchers and Audrey Roberts
for your ministry.
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Welcome Bishop Bev
On the 18th October, I with many of the other Curates, had the pleasure of going
to York to witness the consecration of Beverly Mason as the new Bishop of
Warrington. It was an honour to support her through part of her journey in her new
role. I feel very excited about seeing the impact her ministry will have in Liverpool
and I pray for God’s blessing in her life and ministry. The service was beautiful.
Aly Tunstall
The New Bishop of Warrington, Rt Rev Beverley
Mason, was welcomed and installed in Liverpool
Cathedral on the 17th November.
It was a lovely service with the cathedral, as usual,
giving the perfect backdrop to the colour, pageant and
ceremony of a Diocesan service. Bishop Paul led the
welcome of Bishop Bev and the Dean, Sue Jones,
installed her into the Cathedral College of Canons.
We look forward to meeting Bishop Bev in time as she begins
her ministry in the Diocese.

The 4 Points
God loves us so much that he sent Jesus to die on the cross for our sins

18
Have you ever looked and thought how beautiful
the windows are in St. Michaels and wondered
about their history?
A stained glass window on the southern side of St
Michaels Church, Garston, is dedicated to two
churchwardens there.
The top part remembers Joseph Rawlinson, a
warden from 1893 to 1923.
He ran a successful building contractors in
Window Lane. He died age 91 in 1935.
The bottom part is dedicated to Captain Edward
Turner, who died in 1936 at the age of 96, having
continued the churchwarden duties he started in
1884 right up until then.
He was a veteran of the Crimean War and
Garston’s first councillor on incorporation into
Liverpool in 1902.
Mr Joseph Rawlinson’s Obituary- taken from the Liverpool Echo Wednesday 6 th March 1935
Noted Garston Figure
Mr. Joseph Rawlinson’s many Activities
Mr. Joseph Rawlinson, head of the firm of Messrs. Joseph Rawlinson and sons Ltd. Window
lane, Garston, died at his residence Binbrook Cressington Park today. In his 92 nd year.
Mr. Rawlinson was born in Garston in 1843 and is the eldest native of the district. He started
work at the age of ten as a wheelwright with his father. Not liking it, he became apprenticed
to the late Mr. john Lunt as a joiner. After a brief spell of work in London he returned to
Garston and commenced business on his own account – a business which he developed into
the present well known firm of contractors.
In his early days he carried on a large foreign export trade for the Government, and was
responsible for many station contracts of the old L.N.W.R. He was an ardent worker at
Garston parish church, and was people’s warden for thirty years. He and captain E.W.
Turner who is aged 94, created a record between them in service as wardens. He was a
member of the old Garston U.D.C.
Mrs Rawlinson predeceased him twenty years ago. He is survived by two sons Mr. Fred J.
Rawlinson a former alderman of the city council and Mr. William Rawlinson, and three
daughters. Mrs Peter Davies, Mrs. Hodgkinson and Mrs. E.R. Thompson.
Captain Edward turners obituary – taken from the Liverpool echo 24th September 1936.
Naval veteran and EX-Alderman
Captain E. Wrake Turner dies at 96
The death of Captain Edward Wrake Turner, an ex-alderman of the Liverpool City Council,
occurred at his residence, 11 Eastern Drive Grassendale today.
Captain Turner was in his 97th year and was the ‘Grand old man’ of Garston. Where he had
been a prominent figure in public life since his retirement from the sea more than half a
century ago.
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At the age of 14 Captain Turner was apprenticed to the sea during the Crimea War and
from 1858 to 1861 served in the Royal Navy on HM ship Argus.
He was present when garibaldi captured Sicily. Later he returned to the Merchant Service,
and sailed the seven seas until 1883. He then retired, and founded the well-known shipping
firm of Edward Turner and sons, Garston and Liverpool.
He then entered public life, became a manager of Garston Church of England schools. He
was one of the first representatives for Garston Ward in the city council on the
incorporation with Liverpool in 1902. Although he had vigorously imposed that project.
Prior to that time he was serving on the Old Garston District Council. Later he was raised
to the aldermanic bench but retired owing to pressure of business. He had been warden of
Garston Parish church for 53 years and chairman of the Sir Alfred Jones memorial
Hospital Garston, since its inception nearly 20 years ago.
Despite his advanced years Captain Turner displayed a keen interest in his business and the
work of the hospital and church. Captain Turner leaves a son and daughter.
With thanks to Steve Horton from the brilliant Facebook group Liverpool Hidden History

The 4 Points
Now it’s up to us to decide to follow Christ and accept him as our saviour

Quality New and Used Stair Lifts
Fitted within 24 hrs (if required)
Qualified Engineer
Local Company

Contact us on:
Tel : 0151 422 0922 or
Mobile : 0793 627 9178
www.haltonstairlifts.co.uk
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Diocese of Liverpool: Bigger Church,
Bigger Difference.
We are asking God for bigger Church making a bigger
difference: more people knowing Jesus, more justice in the
world.
Called to pray, read and learn.
Sent to tell, serve and give.
These simple words form our Rule of Life. Called to pray, read and learn. Sent to
tell, serve and give.
To live such a life is to be a disciple. And if we ask God for a bigger church to make
a bigger difference, and if we want to see more people knowing Jesus and more
justice in the world, then one way that God will answer our prayer is by making
more disciples – and by including us in that number. We will be called to pray,
read and learn. Sent to tell, serve and give.
The Diocese is also encouraging us to play our part in this in two ways:
The idea is not new. The best way for people to get over the
barrier of coming to church is to be invited by a friend. Is
there a friend/neighbor you could invite to a Christmas
service this month? It could make such a difference to their
life as well as our church and community.
Do Ten Things is our encouragement for every member of
every worshipping community in our diocese to show the
difference being a Christian makes. This coming year,
what could we do as a church or individuals to share the
Good News of Jesus in our community?
For more information go to the Diocesan Website:
www.liverpool.anglican.org/RuleOfLife

Now Online too!
St. Michael’s Parish Magazine is now online, on our website

www.stmichaelsgarston.org.uk
PASS IT ON!

The 4 Points
What are you going to do?

www.the4points.com
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From the Archives
Taken from the Junior Page of the church
magazine December 1977
I expect you are already getting excited about Christmas. Don’t forget, in all
the excitement, what Christmas really is about!
Many Churches have cribs-little models of a stable- to remind us.
But did you know it was St. Francis, who lived in Assisi, Italy, nearly 800
years ago who first thought about it?........
‘Come to the Cave’

It was Christmas Eve, and the boy ran busily through the streets knocking at
one door after another.
‘Brother Francis wants you to come to the cave on the hillside at midnight’,
he said when doors where opened.
‘To the Cave? Whatever for?’
But the boy was in too much of a hurry to answer, and indeed he himself
knew no more what it was about than they did.
Curious
They didn’t understand, but because they were curious, and because they
loved Francis, they all did as he asked. When evening came they could be
seen making their way along the roads.
The first ones came to the cave and peered in. By the light of a lantern,
placed in a niche, they saw- and their eyes widened- a manger filled with
straw, an ox lying on one side of it and on the other with Francis’ hand on
his head a donkey munching a bundle of hey.
The Full Cave
By midnight the cave was full, with people crowding
round outside, and craning their necks to look in. Then
Francis told them that he wanted them to realise, by
coming to a real stable, how poor God chose to be for
their sakes. He read the Christmas Gospel and using
the manger as an altar, he gave them the bread and
wine of communion.
Let us pray that the church may grow and flourish, protected from evil within
and without ; that in worship and ministry God’s love may be brought into
places of darkness and offer many the light of hope.
Merciful God, we pray for all who face difficulties in their personal lives—
problems in their families, in their friendships, in their neighbourhoods or in
their workplace.
Help them to be calm in times of uncertainty and patient with those around
them, Show us when we can help and give support to others around us.
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Jane McNicholl Designs
Made to measure
Special Occasion Wear
Bridal Wear
Clothing alterations & repairs

53 St. Mary’s Road
Garston
Liverpool L19 2NJ
Tel: 0151 494 3773

Mobile : 07950 296677

R.M.S. NEWS & WINE
96, St. Mary’s road, Garston
tel: 0151 427 7783
NEW S P A P E RS – A LCO HO L -SW E E T S T O B A C CO - LO T T E RY T I CK E T S G RO CE RI E S

Open

6am

till

10pm

-PAY POINT-

Derrick

Your Local Electrician

No job too small

Commercial/Domestic
Lights/Sockets/Floodlights
Fault Finding
Cooker Connections

Tel: 0151 427 0826
Mobile: 07718 227 676

CLASSES:
SPEKE YOUTH BASE, HEATHGATE AVE.
SPEKE L24 7RS
WEDNESDAY 4.15pm AND 6.15pm

THE BRANCH, BANKS ROAD

GARSTON L19 8HZ
SATURDAY 8.15am AND 10.15am

Contact Sandra on:
07979416363 or 0151 281 2976

Aigburth Dental Laboratory
DENTAL REPAIRS
Open 9-30am till 4-00pm

Bespoke Curtains & Pelmets
Tel: 07950824839

104-106 St Mary’s Rd.,
Garston,
Liverpool
L19 2JG

Greatie Market,
Great Homer St.,
Liverpool
L5 3LO

*
Proprietor: Ayaz Butt
*

664 Aigburth Road,
Garston, L19 0NY
*

Telephone: 0151 427 3785

J. T. Gardens
Offering a wide range of gardening
services No job too big or small
- Free estimates & good rates -

Call: 07749 654 738

Alexander Billingsley

Bagpipe
Happy to do all occasions

~

07738481407

All jobs done to a professional standard
by a friendly & reliable Horticulturist.
Magazine Material : The deadline for magazine articles is the 15th of the month. Inclusion may be
subject to date priority and/or space availability. Therefore, articles may not appear in the next
edition, but will be filed for a future magazine. Contact us via email at stmikesmag@gmail.com.
Please support the local businesses advertised in our Parish magazine. Thankyou.

