St. Michael’s
Garston
Wishing you
a blessed
Happy New
Year!

Parish Magazine
January February 2019
Please take a copy it’s free. Read and pass it on
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INFORMATION
Baptisms, weddings, Banns can be booked at the Vicar’s Vestry ~
Sundays 1pm to 1.45pm.
*
Arrangements may be made for burial of ashes in the Garden of Remembrance.
We have a Book of Remembrance in the church in which entries can be made.
*
GARSTON CHURCH OF ENGLAND SCHOOL
Holman Road, Garston ~ 0151 427 7517
*
GIFT AID
If you pay income tax you are eligible to Gift Aid your regular giving.
This allows St. Michael’s to benefit by receiving paid income tax from your gift.
Speak to Gift Aid Secretary ~ Janet Cresswell for details.
*
ORGANISATION LEADERS AND REPRESENTATIVES

Organisation

Contact

Active Aging Tues 1pm

Mrs H Marsden

Badminton

Mr J Davies

-

Bell Ringers

Mr J Thrush

07749 654 738

Crafty Stitchers Wed 11am

Mrs E Rogers

0151 427 4091

Garston Christians Together

Mr L Fletcher

0151 280 5490

In Memory Of Flower Arranger

Ms L Mullen

0151 427 3576

Patchwork Group Mon 1pm

Mrs E Rogers

0151 427 4091

Beaver Scouts

Mrs E Clarke

07885 859 860

Branch Buddies (Toddlers)

Mrs L Harvey

0151 345 7475

Brownies

Mrs C Green

0151 647 8305

Cub Scouts

Mrs J Goodall

07989 392 977

Girls Friendly Society

Mrs G Wheeler

0151 427 1922

(213th

Tel. No.
0151 494 3014

Children’s Organisations

Guides

Miss J Rogers

-

JAM (Jesus & Me) - Sunday School

Liverpool)

Mrs A Nation

07732 587 197

Rainbows

Mrs J McSweeney

07972 441 604

Scouts (6th Allerton)

Dr M Goodall

07974 528108

Mrs J Thrush
Mr C Marsden
Mr J Thrush
Mrs J Thrush

07845 163 469
0151 494 3014
07749 654 738
07845 163 469

Representatives
Children’s Society
Deanery Synod Reps

The prayers included in this magazine were said during services in December and were
composed by Lesley Harvey and Rev Roland Harvey
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Garston Parish Church
Of St. Michael
Established 1225 – 1715 – 1877

*
Reverend Canon Roland Harvey
Vicarage
49 Harbour Drive, Garston, Liverpool, L19 8AB
0151 345 7475
email: info@stmichaelsgarston.org.uk
Facebook: facebook.com/smgarston Twitter: @GarstonStMikes
Website : www.stmichaelsgarston.org.uk
Curate
Reverend Alyson Tunstall
127 Stamfordham Drive, Garston, Liverpool L19 6PY
0151 549 4125
Mr John Davies
56 Russell Rd,
Garston L19 1RJ

Readers:

Mrs Janet Thrush
39 Highbank Dr,
Garston L19 5PE

Church Officers
Church Wardens:
Deputy Wardens:
Treasurer:
PCC Secretary:
Gift Aid Secretary
Vergers:

Mr L Fletcher
Mr I McMillan
Mr A Jones
Mr W Murdoch
Mrs M Maher
Mrs C Holbrook
Miss J Cresswell
Mr L Fletcher
Mrs E Rogers

0151 280 5490
07870 784 402
0151 427 3652
07776364736
0151 427 1011
0151 281 0294
07909 186 264
0151 280 5490
0151 427 4091

Sunday Services:
9am ~ Holy Communion
11am ~ First Sunday of the month ~ Morning Praise
Second Sunday ~ All Age Worship
Third Sunday ~ Holy Communion
Fourth Sunday ~ BCP Morning Prayer
Fifth Sunday ~ Come and see…
J.A.M (Jesus & Me) 11am
Wednesday Service:
9.30am ~ Holy Communion.

4

Roland Writes
Happy New Year!!!
What are your New Year’s resolutions? What is the thing that will mark 2019 for
you; that you hope will change your life for the better?
One thing Bishop Paul would like us all to consider is signing up to a rule of life. It’s
summed up in this way:
Called to: Pray, Read, Learn
Sent to: Tell, Serve, Give
The Bishop’s call is for a Bigger Church to make a Bigger Difference: more people
knowing Jesus, more justice in the world. He calls us to work for this in the
communities where we live and worship, but in order to be able to play our part we
need to be in a living relationship with our God. We need to be followers of His Son,
Jesus – Disciples. This rule of life is simple to follow and can make such a
difference in your own relationship with God and could transform our church and our
community. To read more about this and to sign up, visit the website:
www.liverpool.anglican.org/RuleOfLife
#BringOneFriend…
“At once [Andrew] found his brother Simon and told him, ‘We have found the
Messiah… Then he took Simon to Jesus.”
John 1:41-42
“‘Come and see’, answered Philip.” John 1:46
The motto verse I’ve chosen for 2019 is simple and short:
“Come and See.”
In the two passages from John’s Gospel, we see two disciples – Andrew and Philip –
whose first reaction to meeting Jesus is to go and tell family and friend and bring
them to meet Jesus too. I spoke about this last month as an opportunity for bringing
family and friends to church over Christmas but why not use the beginning of the
year to make a resolution: to bring a friend to Jesus.
This year, think of the one person who you would love to be worshipping alongside
you; sharing this Good News; building God’s Kingdom here in Garston, and pray for
them. But also pray for the opportunities to invite them to ‘Come and See!’ I
promise you that if we trust God when we pray we will get those opportunities. Then
pray for the courage to take them!
2019 could turn out to be a momentous year for St. Michael’s. A year when we as a
worshipping community grow deeper in our faith and relationships and where we see
our congregation grow as many of us take that amazing step to invite a friend to,
Come and See!
God Bless

Roland.
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Parish Register

Funerals
15th November

Jean Ryder (82)

6th December

Mira Dodson (59)

17th December

Lilian Room (78)

We pray for all who mourn this day. We pray also for those who have said
goodbye at our bereavement services.
Father God bring your Peace in to the pain and confusion that bereavement
so often brings.
Bring your inner healing to the devastation that death so often leaves behind.
May all who grieve this day know the promise that you give to all who have
accepted you as their Lord and saviour.
Lord God we offer a prayer for healing and wholeness and we do so trusting
in your grace. We pray especially for those whose pain is one of loss, the
loss of those who they’ve loved, for the dignity of the bereaved.
We pray for your Son, His life, death and the resurrection. We pray it is
possible to know salvation, to know forgiveness, to know your love. We pray
that through your spirit we will lift the hearts and minds of those who grieve
that they will know within themselves the comfort that is eternal life.
We pray for family and friends and for those who are on our hearts and minds this time for
whatever reason. We lift these people to you Lord and we ask for your blessing.

The 4 Points
God Loves us
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Calendar for January*
Wed 2

nd

Sun 6th
Wed 9th
Sat 12th
th

Sun 13

Tue 15th
Wed 16th
th

Sun 20

Wed 23rd

9.30am

1st Sunday of Christmas
Communion

9am
11am
1pm
9.30am
9am

Epiphany
Communion
Morning Praise with prayers for healing
Vestry Hour
Communion
Monthly prayer meeting in church

9am
11am
1pm
6.30pm
7.30pm
9.30am

2nd Sunday of Epiphany
Communion
All-Age Service
Vestry Hour
Riverside worship – St Mary’s
PCC
Communion

9am
11am
1pm
6.30pm
9.30am

3rd Sunday of Epiphany
Communion
Communion
Vestry Hour
Praise & Worship
Communion
4th Sunday of Epiphany

Sun 27th
Wed 30th

9am
11am
1pm
9.30am
7.30pm

Communion
Morning Prayer
Vestry Hour
Communion
Deanery Synod

*Details correct at time of printing

RiversideWorship
Why not come along to Riverside Worship?
We regularly share fellowship together with the
Riverside Partnership of churches and services are
held at different locations. Please see magazine
calendar for the next meeting #comeandsee
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Calendar for February*
Sun 3

rd

Wed 6th
Sat 9th
th

Sun 10

Wed 13th

9am
11am
1pm
9.30am
9am

5th Sunday before Lent
Communion
Morning Praise with prayers for healing
Vestry Hour
Communion
Monthly prayer meeting for the parish

9am
11am
1pm
9.30am
7.30pm

4th Sunday before Lent
Communion
All-age service
Vestry Hour
Communion
PCC Sandwich Meeting
3rd Sunday before Lent

Sun 17th

Wed 20th
th

Sun 24

Wed 27th

9am
11am
1pm
6.30pm
9.30am

Communion
Communion
Vestry Hour
Praise & Worship
Communion

9am
11am
1pm
9.30am

2nd Sunday before Lent
Communion
Morning Prayer (BCP)
Vestry Hour
Communion

*Details correct at time of printing

Now Online too!
St. Michael’s Parish Magazine is now online, on our website

www.stmichaelsgarston.org.uk
PASS IT ON!
This edition of the magazine is a double edition for January and February.
Our next edition will be issued in March .

The 4 Points
We have separated ourselves from God by Sin
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Diocese of Liverpool: Bigger Church,
Bigger Difference.
We are asking God for bigger Church making a bigger
difference: more people knowing Jesus, more justice in the
world.
Called to pray, read and learn.
Sent to tell, serve and give
These simple words form our Rule of Life. Called to pray, read and learn. Sent to
tell, serve and give.
To live such a life is to be a disciple. And if we ask God for a bigger church to make
a bigger difference, and if we want to see more people knowing Jesus and more
justice in the world, then one way that God will answer our prayer is by making
more disciples – and by including us in that number. We will be called to pray,
read and learn. Sent to tell, serve and give.
The Diocese is also encouraging us to play our part in this in two ways:
The idea is not new. The best way for people to get over the
barrier of coming to church is to be invited by a friend. Is
there a friend/neighbour you could invite to a service this
month? It could make such a difference to their life as well
as our church and community.
Do Ten Things is our encouragement for every member of
every worshipping community in our diocese to show the
difference being a Christian makes. This coming year,
what could we do as a church or individuals to share the
Good News of Jesus in our community?
For more information go to the Diocesan Website:
www.liverpool.anglican.org/RuleOfLife

Evening Fellowship
Praise and Worship
Why not come along to our monthly
Evening of Fellowship, Praise and
Worship? This is an uplifting,
contemporary service #comeandsee

A Light shining in the darkness
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St Michael’s suffered the trauma of a break in at the end of November. We suffered the
loss of money stolen from the safe and a lot of damage to windows and the vestry. A whole
range of emotions have been felt by all closely connected to the church and in the
community. It is easy to succumb to bitterness, but this is proving to be a time of renewed
faith and support in each other.
The reaction from so many within our community and beyond has been
overwhelming. As a church we are in awe of the offers of practical and
spiritual help. Your prayers have lifted us all to deal with this difficult and
trying time. And we will carry on. We will continue with the growth of our
church and the mission we have set ourselves, for now and the future.

We would like to thank all who have shown us so much support. You are in our prayers and
we thank you all that St Michael’s have been in yours. God bless.
Father God, We’ve no problem with praying for the dawn of your Kingdom. For words
are easy enough to say, but when it comes to bringing it closer here on earth it’s a
different story. For suddenly it involves us as well as you.
Our willingness to serve, love, give and sacrifice. We back away, afraid of what that
might demand and cost. Yet you have made clear in Christ that is what true discipleship means;
Not just proclaiming your Kingdom but helping to build it, working in whatever way possible to
accomplish your will here and now. Give us a vision not just of the future but also of the present.
Show us what you would have us do and help us do it, so that when we pray “your Kingdom come”
We truly mean it.

TOPAZ
Dance centre

www.topazdancentre.com
Heald Street, Garston
Liverpool L19 2LY
0151 427 9906

All styles of dance taught from 18 months to adult..
Ballet - Tap - Musical Theatre - Disco - Street - Tots - Latin Ballroom
& More!
Fully Qualified Teachers, Shows, Medals & Exams ~ A friendly, caring
environment, family atmosphere
Gentle exercise for over 55’s to 90 + on Friday 11:15am-12:15 £3.50 per session.
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Christmas at St Michael’s
Christmas Fayre
We held our Christmas Fayre on Saturday December 1st at the Branch and would
like to thank all who worked so hard and helped to make it such a success.
From setting up and decorating the hall the day before, to producing goods to sell and
serving on the stalls. For the work done in the kitchen and special thanks to Father Christmas
for once again visiting our Grotto to see the children.
The generosity of everyone who donated items was very much appreciated.
Finally, we are so grateful to all who came to enjoy the fun. Extra love and thanks for your
support and generosity. The amount raised will go towards the ministry, upkeep and day to
day running of St Michael’s.
Singing On The Train
The 4 churches in the Riverside partnership came together at Aigburth train station on
Friday 7th December. Around 40 or so hopped on and off the trains through to South
Parkway singing Christmas carols and handing out sweets both on the platforms and trains.
Sending a gentle reminder that Christ is the reason for “Christmas”
Rev Canon Roland Harvey, Vicar of St Michael’s was interviewed by Radio Merseyside, aired
on the same evening and the following Sunday. Big thanks to Janine Goodison for arranging
this.
Church Decorations
The church decorations looked so lovely for the services held in church during
advent. Thanks to everyone who came along to help decorate the church on Saturday 8th
December. From the preparing and dressing of the tree and the church, to the beautiful
floral arrangements displayed around and adorning the window sills, thank you all so much.
St Michael’s Singing round the Parish
For the third year running we have been carol
singing around the parish. Over the course of two
evenings we sang carols outside the village shops,
walk-in centre and homes.
We have once again been so warmly received by
our community. An opportunity perhaps for a short
time for some to connect with the real reason for
the festive season.
We also enjoyed being part of the hugely successful Christmas light switch on in the village—
a wonderful community gathering. Huge thanks to all involved for their hard work.
We ask Lord that through your holy spirit we may journey from this day, with
you in our lives. That we may experience the transforming power which comes
through a personal relationship with you.
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Toy Service and Children’s

Groups Nativity
On Sunday 9th December the toy service
was held and the congregation were
invited to wear their Christmas jumpers
and to bring the gift of toys up to the altar
as an offering for children who are in
need. The toys were taken to Garston CofE
school to be added to the school’s own
offerings then taken along to the Radio
City distribution centre.
The children’s nativity play was once again a delight. All of the children were able to take
part from the older boys and girls to the tots and they all looked wonderful in their
costumes. They read and played their parts so well. Special thanks to the dedicated leaders
of both the children’s groups who worked so hard to make the time in church so happy and
special for
Lord Jesus, we pray for our community here in Garston, for all who work to
bring about positive change, for our Councillors, community and social
workers, schools and colleges, those who have a duty of care. Father God bless
them this day. May we be the one person who speaks an encouraging word.
Sadly so often our words seek to stir up, be untruthful, harm and undermine.
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Pensioners Christmas Lunch
On Saturday 22nd December, St. Michaels held their annual Christmas lunch and invited 28
local pensioners within the parish.
The Guests arrived at church for the afternoon , the
community room was decorated beautifully and
they were treated to a scrumptious 3 course meal,
then entertained by the choir singing carols, had a
fun game of prize bingo and lastly a surprise visit
from Santa who gave them a gift and wished them
well.
All the guests had a lovely, joyous afternoon!
I would like to Thank the volunteers from St. Michaels who helped with the preparation
prior to the meal and also on the day, it is very much appreciated!
Also a big thanks to Garston C Of E and Gilmour schools and the local councillors for
donations towards the meal also.
Wishing you all a very, Merry Christmas

Helen Lance-Marsden

Christmas bag collection for the
Homeless
Over the past couple of months St. Michael’s
has been collecting items to put in bags for
the Homeless men and women in our city
centre. St. Michaels donated 20 canvas bags
which were filled with essentials donated by
the congregation and community.
Amongst the items donated were hats, gloves, toothbrushes & toothpaste, soap, shower
gels and deodorant. As well as scarves, socks and thermals and lots of selection boxes and
chocolate. We were overwhelmed by the response and managed to fill 10 bags for men
and 10 for women.
These have been passed on to the charity ‘Real Love Liverpool’ who will distribute them to
those in need over the Christmas period. Thank you all so much for your generosity and
helping to spread a bit of Christmas cheer to those who desperately need it.
Real love Liverpool post regular updates on their Facebook page if you’d like to follow the
work that they do.
Helen Lance-Marsden
We pray that here at St Michaels we will be good witnesses for you, be good
ambassadors for your kingdom and those around us

The 4 Points
God loves us so much that he sent Jesus to die on the cross for our sins
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Christmas at St Michael’s
Carol Service
Despite a very cold and wet evening on Sunday 16th December, many
people braved the elements to join us for the Carol Service in church.
We sang together and listened to the choirs sing and heard the lessons
telling the story of the birth of Jesus. The hand bells were played and
we enjoyed the children’s special rendition of the 12 days of Christmas.
At the end of the service everyone was invited to stay for light refresh-

Services at St Michael’s
At the time of going to print there was so much more of the
Christmas festivities to go ahead including our Christingle service,
Midnight Communion on Christmas Eve and our Christmas Day
service. We hope all enjoyed Christmas at
St Michael’s this year. Happy New Year!
Please consider coming along to services at St Michael’s all year round as we grow
together in our faith and the community. We look forward to welcoming you
#comeandsee
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In 2017 St, Michael’s signed up to the Parish Giving Scheme (PGS). It offers a more
effective way of giving regularly to St. Michael’s.
This gives each of us an opportunity to think seriously about what we give to the
mission and ministry of our church and to be involved in a scheme that will be of a
real benefit to us and therefore our community.
Do you take time to look at your income and ask yourself: How much can I/should I
give out of my income to St. Michael’s either each week, month, or year? If you
don’t can I urge to do this. If you’re like me, then you will make sure you set money
aside for the things you see as important. Is the work of St. Michael’s important to
you? Is supporting that work financially something you would see as important?
How it works.
Donations are made either monthly, quarterly, or annually via Direct Debit. Your
donation is then forwarded to St. Michael’s within 10 days. If you Gift Aid your
donations then the Gift Aid will be included in the money sent to St. Michael’s

What are the Benefits?
The main beneficiary of the scheme is St. Michael’s. Direct Debited payments mean
we can be assured of regular, tax efficient income which involves virtually no
administration on our part. You benefit from a secure, confidential (your donations
can be anonymous), and easy to use system which supports our church today and
for the future. This is a more secure method of handling St Michael’s income.
The Parish Giving Scheme is an opportunity for St. Michael’s to gain a more secure
financial footing and in doing so be more effective in its ministry the people of
Garston and beyond. Do speak with me if you would like to know more.

Roland.

The 4 Points
Now it’s up to us to decide to follow
Christ and accept him as our saviour

What are you going to do?
www.the4points.com
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Branch Buddies held their Christmas party on 14th December. 23 little people,
their parents and guardians enjoyed a morning of play, eating, games and a visit
from Father Christmas.
We also celebrated with Alice as she was 90 years young in December. A huge
thank you to all our helpers and those who contributed to the food. Also hats off
to Santa for squeezing us in.
Branch Buddies ~ Friday ~ * 9am -11am * (Term time only)
The Branch, Banks Road. £1.50 including refreshments.
For Pre- Schoolers BUT
It’s as much for parents, grandparents and carers in a relaxed environment.

Please do contact Lesley Harvey 0151 345 7475.
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“In Memory of…” Flowers at
St. Michael’s
If you would like an arrangement of
flowers to be placed in St. Michael’s in
memory of a loved one or to mark a
special anniversary, please do contact
Lynn Mullen on 0151 427 3576.
Our church of course, will continue to be
adorned with flowers each week. A
huge thanks to Crafty Stitchers and
Audrey Roberts for your ministry.

Quality New and Used Stair Lifts
Fitted within 24 hrs (if required)
Qualified Engineer
Local Company

Contact us on:
Tel : 0151 422 0922 or
Mobile : 0793 627 9178
www.haltonstairlifts.co.uk
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For more details, news, events,
look online at:
www.liverpoolcathedral.org.uk
The Knife Angel
Fri 30th Nov 2018 - Thu 31st
Jan 2019

‘The Organists Entertain’
Fundraising Gala
Sat 12th Jan 2019 - 19:30

Join us for a musical evening in aid of
the 2019 choir tour to Malta

Would you like to advertise with us?
Our advertising year runs from March to January/February. Magazine production costs have
increased compared with 2018/19, but we have frozen our advertising rates for 2019/2020.
If you would like to advertise please contact us via email at stmikesmag@gmail.com and we
will send you a quote.
We will be happy to start advertising throughout the year so new advertisers are welcome
any time. There are three sizes available ½ page, ¼ page and 1/8 page.
We produce ten parish magazines each year and we are now producing in excess of 200
magazines per issue. During 2018 we also started to produce the magazine online via our
website and Facebook. We are reaching more readers than ever before and we always
encourage our readers to support local businesses in the community. We wish you and your
business every success for the coming year.
Thankyou to the local businesses who advertised with the Parish
Magazine in 2018/19.
Thank you for donations received totalling £664.42. This includes donations received in
memory of Mr Tudor, Ernest Feast and Mr and Mrs Helsby. Donations from RBP 408, Ann
Holland, carol singing, Banks Road Nativity service, C of E school, Gilmour junior school and
a number of anonymous donations. Full details of individual donations are held by the
wardens and are available to view through arrangement with them.
Donations are gratefully received and will contribute towards the ministry and upkeep of
St Michael’s.
We pray for ourselves to seek to be people to follow your path, speak you words,
to know your thoughts, do your will
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Jane McNicholl Designs
Made to measure
Special Occasion Wear
Bridal Wear
Clothing alterations & repairs

53 St. Mary’s Road
Garston
Liverpool L19 2NJ
Tel: 0151 494 3773

Mobile : 07950 296677

R.M.S. NEWS & WINE
96, St. Mary’s road, Garston
tel: 0151 427 7783
NEW S P A P E RS – A LCO HO L -SW E E T S T O B A C CO - LO T T E RY T I CK E T S G RO CE RI E S

Open

6am

till

10pm

-PAY POINT-

Derrick

Your Local Electrician

No job too small

Commercial/Domestic
Lights/Sockets/Floodlights
Fault Finding
Cooker Connections

Tel: 0151 427 0826
Mobile: 07718 227 676

CLASSES:
SPEKE YOUTH BASE, HEATHGATE AVE.
SPEKE L24 7RS
WEDNESDAY 4.15pm AND 6.15pm

THE BRANCH, BANKS ROAD

GARSTON L19 8HZ
SATURDAY 8.15am AND 10.15am

Contact Sandra on:
07979416363 or 0151 281 2976

Aigburth Dental Laboratory
DENTAL REPAIRS
Open 9-30am till 4-00pm

Bespoke Curtains & Pelmets
Tel: 07950824839

104-106 St Mary’s Rd.,
Garston,
Liverpool
L19 2JG

Greatie Market,
Great Homer St.,
Liverpool
L5 3LO

*
Proprietor: Ayaz Butt
*

664 Aigburth Road,
Garston, L19 0NY
*

Telephone: 0151 427 3785

J. T. Gardens
Offering a wide range of gardening
services No job too big or small
- Free estimates & good rates -

Call: 07749 654 738

Alexander Billingsley

Bagpipe
Happy to do all occasions

~

07738481407

All jobs done to a professional standard
by a friendly & reliable Horticulturist.
Magazine Material : The deadline for magazine articles is the 15th of the month. Inclusion may be
subject to date priority and/or space availability. Therefore, articles may not appear in the next
edition, but will be filed for a future magazine. Contact us via email at stmikesmag@gmail.com.
Please support the local businesses advertised in our Parish magazine. Thankyou.

